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sDIT0RIaL.

AfGer & Fyeors delay we 9resent z2gain the Horth
dertfordshire Anviquery. I¢ is hoped teat in its coanged
forget it will be fTound uare convenient and interesting
anlle av the scme Time keeping production costs within
the avsil:ble budsget, 42 ain to publish four issues a
Jear.

A megazine such s this in 2 Society like ours
cannot fuaction to the full without nenbers suopart and
we therefore solicit contributions from all readers.

It is intended To provide space in our columms faor
correspoadence and coument, both general ond if need be
criticcl, indced auy menber who feels they heve o
contribution to mmke, either in the menner of a techoical
erticle, news of ¢ find or just & point of view, will be
welcone,

Of necessity, much of the present issue includes
netter concerning our Soclety itself ocnd your committee
hoped thet by clso inecluding a list of current neubers,
gracter coatocet ond eathusicsum noy be engendered gitihin
our ranks,

The success of The mmgazine end prosperity of our
Society is really up to you.
-000—
Qur Frout Cover.

Qur front cover illustrction; representing ¢
eculdron of a continental middle Ic Tene type hitaerto
unknoyn in Britain, is typical of Ttiae form of cauldron
from waoich &n iron rin wes discovered ¢t Letcaworth in
196l.

The Ietchwarth cauldron rin was found in a ditch of
an garly Iron Age enclosure at Bleckhorse Road and dates
from about the nid-Second Century 3.C. As a conplete
article The ceuldron would probavly hove nad a basin of
sheet bronze riveted To toe Top iron rim tohe dicnetar
of which is some 5Su.cus. Descils of thes discovery are
to be found in "The Antigquaries Journel* Val XLV, Part 11,

l.
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seteoworth, dervs®, by Joan ..oss-sccerdt.

in an article entitled “A Iron Ciuldron~Rin from

poddd e AqCHASULUS ICAL SUCT.TY .

winutes of Annusl Gensral jiceting held litn.April,1S67.

1, Lizutes of the orevious yeers A.u.... WCre read by
cize ascretcery,

1.

o

L Y|

1s

Tnare were no matters arising.

adootinn of tae acecouiatls.

Toe incone cnd expenditure sueet and balance sheet
@ere reed by the Ireasurer.

Coment wes snde oo the 'fall off?! of insvitutional
I1SIlDETS « It was azreed taat an effort to revive
their sembership would be mcde.

Toe Cocircc exprzssed tocnks on behalf of the
Society to the mon. Tre:surer oad doil. Auditor for
their kind services throughout The yecor.

sleetio . of (ificers cnd Comizivtee.

L.

Tae Jificers were re—elected to serve caother yeor
n office.

i.e. Cocirnc: O Field Director = J..98s-sceerdtb,
Honorery ‘Mrecsurer. — Col. S.wm.slolir, U.d.us.
Hoanorer: 3eceretery. — °, Polaer.

As GosTe were sever.l new nominations far toe
Comittee the ncues of the present Conmittee and
the —ew nomiiees sere preseited to the meebiug cn
c bcllot was held. Jhe Isllowlly BIsSols were
elecued vo serve.

Jr. K. sedford-p yi.e. uiss. i Gedd.
ir. ¥, 3. dload. ‘1. I. risgins.
wrf. A. Cochouri. uiss. L. €8TEWE) .
ir. ¥e G. FELGOL. . L. 3. arigot.



4. Coairmons Address,

The Chciruel vegen bis address wito ¢ remizder of
toe e:rs winler acvivities.

I: uctober & Brains Trust, Jjointly orgeonised by
Moot 5. aind the d:l.tchm Heblﬂll Survey proved & success.,
Tae Lecture seoson comprised:-

Woveiloer. - lU66. = [ne events uf tvhat yecr - oy J.F.Dyer.
Deceaber. - Belgic Goinage. by Dr. keutb.

Joausry. - Narweglon Roch Corvings. - by J. F. Dyer.
Feorucry. — Anglo Soxon Jewellery. — oy lilss. . Coole.
ficrch . - Dtonecse in Greece, — D L. D. OiEESe.

4. 1, The Cacirunan proposed a vobe of thanks Yo lir. Feiton
Tor his erXforts in producing the posters conouncing
the cbove events.

4, 2. The nost successiul veobture undertocken oy the 3uciety
in this Fyecr was the ocuting to the Berkxninstesd
Pogecnt. Tae success was largely due to the fach
thet the Letenworta Round pfcble orgonised o porty
wiich rerged with thet of tne w.n.hA.S5. ond o coaeh
acs easily filled.

4. =, rReTerence mrde Go the survey of - site ot
wallington. Tae Troveswerk of the survey had been
leid down but nore support iceded to eaable & full
plan of the ground Tectures o de droaym up.

4, &, Support is generczlly very poor ot 'digs? cad for
this resason toe '"troinin dig?! plonned for the
Soring seeamed in donger of being called off.,
Although the number of ne. nenbers was increcsing
it is s6ill only She scue ucrd core of envousiasts
who ossist in excavation,

4, 5, another oroblem was the lack of herdqu réers. If
o permonent plcce could be found, tioe Suclety would
be oble to engose in resecrch, for which vhere aore
grents avoilcble,

e



5. Ay other business.

l., liiss. Gedd esiszd if the 'Axtiquery! ws still ©o
be oroduced. J. woss-wccordt ocswered i: the
effirnctive but siressed tlie difficulty of
copiling and :ri=sting This scrsed.

W
L

Lr. .rignt steted thot rxrs. «rigat wos prescred to
agsist witn troing cnd eolcting the copy.

5. 2. It wes requested by .dss. Lersoaw toct details of
fTortheoning evernts be circulated to otuer Socievies
in the area.

5. ?. Questi.ned sbout Dr. Glya-Dcaiel, J. woss-wmeccirdb
replizd thos he hos nad to decline pPresidency of
tne Society, due to inerezsicg cocomiwients abrocd.
AG Jrese.t o successor bhid not been cppointed.

5. 4. It was sugpesced thet committee meetiinizs be beld
more regzulerly in thz fortheoning yeeor, aond it was
acreed to neet oo the 1lst. Tuesday of eccn manth.

Pheie being no obusr busiuesss tae eeting was closed.
Library Rew gfooks — Review.

'Britaania?’, A History o»f Ronmai. gritcoin.,. The
text of this book dezls exbtensively cid in great detail
with ivs subject. Ibs aspecl will perncps be nmore to tae
serious svudent of Romcuiio-Britisn History taoen to the
sncteur crcaceologist. However toere ale sone

zcellent photogra-hs regroduced, nostly ariel shots of
hill forts, stctions and rocds. ncluded also are

5011 versy &o0d plcobes depicting coins which could be
05t useful for identificotion or reference purposes.
Certoinly worth ¢ wvisit ©vo the library. I.5...

'Brivozain? A distory of Roacn 3ritain, by Soeppcrd
Frere, publisbesd by Routledge «:d Kegar P-ul, Loadoa.

&4,



THi PReSISFORIC AND Kuiad SI%. AT BLaCKHORSs iROAD.
III_'-".I-'GE*:IUHE -

by dJohn Lioss-scccrdt,

Betseen the sncient town of Beldock and the mare
reeent Lebtchworth Gorden City lies ¢ small pelt of
chelklend bounded by the slight elavetion of Norton
village To the narth-west ¢nd Boldock Rood to the
south-eest. TIn The centre of this zrec lies the newly-
developed industrial gtrip of Blockhborse Rosd aond a
secvion of the Baldock fy-Pess. anongst these Teaoburss
of the tuentieth cenbtury runs the ancient trackway of
Ickinield wiy, and cliose ©o it, toe remains of ecr.y
settlenents covering si-me three thousand yecrs.

The industrial development of Bleckiorse Rocd bzgan
in 1958 when the rozdwey was constructed by messrs.
Charles 5:11 ivd., endis was through the co-operation
of Ghis loccl fira that the idenvificovion of the site
was made possible. During the digging of 2 kerv trecch
a waorkmen uncovered a2 Boxon skeleton snd the find acs
reported to the linseun. Suoseguent work bprougaot about
the discovery of taree uare greves, cind o decailed
excminction of the gsite follmwwed. It sas seen thot TGhe
hizhest pert of Ghe road wics merlied 7iton areas of
dis turbance, &nd a linited trial exceavation was
carried out duris, the Caristuas holidcy in 1958.

Humer cus treaces yielded nothing until a sumall diteh
#as uncovered near the presens losver entrance Go the
I.C.L. faetory. Tinis wes followed up with the aid of
a nandful of nelpers cnd evextually the outline of an
enclosure Gook shape, hile This was happening the
road was neoring completion aud convractars arrived

to begin the coas . raction of the fectory 2nd it now
became a metiver of urgency o coaple Ge cne rescue of
tihe archaeological feciwures before toey were destroyed.
A meeting of the erchitvects, coatractars cnd a
representive of the winisery of Joarks was held and
Eessrs. Toylor soodrow eand I.G.ro. egreed o financizlly
Supportv the excavation vu ics conclusion ond as a
result looourers were nired Uo do Tone diLsinz. saile
whe wrt of the exclosure Toet ley in the thresetened

5e



zZOne wag being uncovered coasvruction work was zoing

on elsewhere on the site z2nd vaose fecvures which
cppecred were recorded ond, where possible,; exeowvated,
By the end of the sunier Ghe work was completed snd Gae
site destroyed.

It seened evident Gthot the rest of the enclosure lay
to the soutih of the rocd which was clso due far develop-
z2nt. A zront fron the pdzistry of .orks was sought
ahich, togetber with nooer from Letchworth U.0.GC., nade 2
furtaer secson of digziasz possible. In the sumner of
196¢ a lorge becn of students from Crmoridge cinnd the
Ietchworth area excovoited the site now occupied by
.essr:, Shelwvoke ond Drewary where the rest of the
enclosure 1oy. An opportunity wos taken to drive three
trenches ccross Icknield 4oy where taree porallel
ditches were discovered. Io addition to this, four
peolithic (2650 - 18C0 £.C.) _its we.e found which
contained animcl bones, pottery ond £liint tools. The
whole site produced many iron Age (6J0 B.GC. — 42 A.D.-
Dits, ditches end postholes mony of which contained
potsherds, auimzl bones snd cacrcoal, alxd two further
sozon skeletons were found, one of which hed been
killed with a spear tha: lay zmong the bones.

T2 1561 on aeric photograph showed £ nuaber of
pits to the eagt of the [.C.U. factory cnd on area wes
uncovercd necr the U.D.C. cllotuents. This contaiied &
trionzuler double—dicched enclosure with associated
storage »its. The most important find was an iron
couldror rim fsee frontespiece) which was of 2 type
hitherto unknown in the British Isles. It =z
associated with pottery whicn ploces it in Tthe middle
of the Becond Century 3.C. 48 there was evidence of
more festures to the south of this aresa further work wes
corried out in 1962 which produced a lerge nuuber of
starcge pits of the marly Iron sge. The contents of these
pits inciuded animcl bonas, pottery, ond loom-weigbts.

4 nusber of postholes were found within & circular gully
end it is possibie that these features formed the

ke

foundations of = round hut.
After a two-yecr breck when wark wes carried ouv
6



elsewhere, the progress of factory-building made another
rescue operation essential. An area near the railway
bridge to the south of Blackhorse Road was stripped
during the Spring and Summer of 1965. Again the finance
was provided by Letchworth U.D.C. and the Ministry of
sorks. The line of the Icknield Jay ditches was traced
again which showed that it ran continuously from behind
the Shelvoke and Drewry factory to beyond the railway
bridge. A double ditch was found to run at right angles
o this ditch system and from it came Roman material. A
bronze fibula or safety-pin broach came from the very
botton of one section of the ditch which could be thus
deted to the early First Century A.D. This was folloawed
by a coin of the snperor Domitian '8l — 96 A.D.) and a
piece of Sumian (red imported ware ) of the same date. Two
later coins came from higher in the ditch and were of
Valens (364 - 378 A.D.) and Theodosius (379 - 395 A.D.).
A grect deal of pottery was @lsco found together with
renains of iron objects. Two more skeletons were also
found within the excavated area.

The Romen double ditch had been left running under
the roadway at the end of the 1965 season so it wes
decided thaot it should be traced further. In addition it
wos thought desirable to moke sure that no features would
be destroyed on the south side of the road by building
operations., The help of Dr. Martin Aitken of Research
Laboratory for Archaeology and the History of Art,
Oxford University, was sought and the area was surveyed
with a proton magnetometer and a2 new devise called
"pekko, Little showed on the southern side but a ditch
wos indicated to the north ond this was subsequently
investigated in 1966. The apparatus indiccted a pit on
one part of the side and this was found and excavated to
a depth of eight feet. Its contents were extremely
interesting as this one pit produced the remains of
six Beaker vessels dating from around 1800 B.C. together
with animzol bones, antler fragments and charcocl. On
another part of the site occured an antler pick, an ox
shoulder blade and a piece of Rinyo-Clacton pottery
(Neolithic ¢.2000 B.C.). 4 small ditch was also
uncovered os well as several Iron Age storage pits. The

7 Contd. FPage. 10.



NORTH HeRTFORDSHIRS AkCuAsULOGICAL SUCIMTY.

sxpenditure.
Stationary, Printing & Postage. 22. 18, 6.
Iecture expenses. 26. Y. D
Society subscriptions. Y. 12: B,
Film, l. b, ©.
Cheqgue Book. 5. 0.
Sundry tools. 4. 7. 9.
£56., 19, 8,
BALANCE SHEET
as _at 31/3/67.
Liabilities.

106778 subscriptions
paid in advance.

Full menbers. E#). 4., 4. 0.
Institutional. (1). 2. 2. 0.

Eundrz creditors.

Beds. Arch. Council
Subsgcription, 9. 10. 0.

Incone & [ixpe nditure.

Balance B/F 1/4,67. 24, 17. Y.

Iess excess of
Expenditure over
Income. 20. 12. 8. 4, 4, 11.

52{]! DI 11-

Accounts audited by
L.G.A. Gowers.



TICOMe & BXreNDITURs ACCOUNT

for toe year ending 3lst. Merch, 1967.

Incone.

Subscriptions.

Full menbers. 29).
Junicr members. 4y,
Institutional. j

Profit on outing to
Berkbhanstead Pageant.

mxcess of Expenditure over
Income carried forward.

Assgets.

Prismatic Compass at cost.

Cash at Bank. 24, 11, 0.
less cheques not
vet presented. 18: & T

Cash in hand.

N. M. BIAIR.
Hon.

9.

3l. 9. 0.
l. 0. 0.
2, 2. 0.

3, 11. O.
1l 16. Q.

20. 12. 8.

£56. 19. 8.

13, 14. 6.
6. 6. 5.
0. 0. 0.

20. 0. ll.

Treasurer.



contd. from page 7.
contination of the Roman double ditch was not found
during this season.

The previous season's wark wes continued during
1967 and is under way now. The nature and the
significance of the discoveries at Blackharse Road will be
dealt with in future numbers of the "North Herts AntiquaryV
The report on the Iron Age cauldron rim can be purchased
as an of f-print ot the Museum for 2/-.

—-0{J0-

South Beds. Archaeological Soc. PTogramme, 1967 - 8.

7. 30.p.n. Carnegie Room, Tuton Central Library.

Thursday 28th, Sept. Hew Discoveries in Nerthanptonshire.
R. Hollowell. &sq.

Thursdsy 26th. Oct. The Roman Palace at Fishbourne.
David Baker. [i.A.

Thursday 23rd. Hov. lew Light on Saxon Bedfordshire.
D, H. kKennett. B.A.

Thur sday 25th. Jan. Archaeology in Northern Ireland.
James Dyer. M.A.

Thursday 2Z2nd. Feb. A Napoleonic Arms Factory at Anfield.
We L. Gates. B.A.

phursday 28th. March. The Romans in Wales.
':fl 1'1. Mﬂﬂniﬂgn BlEcl

Thursday 25th. April. A.G.HM. and Filn fvening.

The Archaeolozist Speaks. — a series of lectures arranged
by Luton Pﬁﬁfic ﬁiﬁgary and Putteridge Bury College of
Wdueation at the Library Iecture Theatre. Tickets fron
the Citigzens Advice Bureau in December.

Friday 5th. January. Verulamium. Prof. 5.5. Frere.
Friday 12th.January. Jerusalem. Dr. Kathleen Kenyon.

and following four Fridays to be finally arranged.
=000~

10.



squipnenc Fund.

It has been proposed by the committee that a fund
should be established to enable the surcacse of wvarious
itens of survey equipaent. The first item required is a
Resistivity Lieter suid our funds inivial terget is set at
0. je npeed ideszs for fund roising, donavions znd help
in cenvasing Euypart. It is suggested toct ¢ Hew Teer
draw Goke gL_ce exd for this we already hcve prouises of
support froan local firus, so, idecs and belp pleaselll

—-o0o-
ﬂi:':-.l-lj-lhi E-Illd DiIl.'..lEI‘.

Toe next ﬂLﬂuul Genercl Meeting will taeke plece on
Friday 26ch, april 1968 in the Library Lecture Koomn,
Leschworta. The meeving wirl pe followed by tThe Soclety
Armusl Dincer ¢t the Brozdway Resturant. Lore details
i. the m=xt issue of ‘The Antliquery’.

—-o0o-

Journels anxd Pericdicals.

The BSociety currently recelves a JudosT of Jjournals
'nd eriosdicals including “Current Arcnaeology™, the
“gedfordshire Hrﬂhﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬁlﬂal Journal® end publicztions
from otaer loecal societies. Those wishing To Dorrow
cosies plecse coatecet t.ue Secretery, prefercobly at
. ok 1= T
lecture nsetingzs, 005

List of menbers - Sepcember 1967.

Ir. J. Alexander, lir.e. hirs. R.Bedford-Payns,
Spring Covtage, 125, fLorton .ay South,
Hzslingfield, Letchworth.
Canbridzeshire.,

%‘t’. F. 5. Bland,
Col. ¢ hirs. L. k. Bleir, 7. Worton Ro:cd,
78, sroadway, Letcaworth
Laztcavworth. Miss. J. bl. Brown,

25, Fishponds Road,
Mr. R. 1. Blend, Hitchin.
67. iorton Kood,
Letchworth.

11.



hir. =. d. 2ell,
5. Docklends,
Flirton,

1T. aitchin,

Mr. H. Cestlzdine,
Z« Clocnall Rocd,
paldock.

wrl. A. 1. Clarke,
Letchworth useun,
Latchworth,

ur. 2. Goopar,
82 . saysbrook,
iebchwoarth.

gr. A, Cockburn,
~heelers Plc
Fore Street,

A2 SUON,.

s K. J. Dyer,
45. fLshersit Rocd,
Inton.

Dr. Glyn «. Daniel,
St. Johms bnlleae,
Cemoridze.

Er. G. v. Foley,
52. Gerdean /elk,
Lorston.

Liss. . Gadd,

7%2. nsatnfield Hoad,

ditchin,

Lil'a f4s ¢ o» i‘&"i"-'l'ﬂt,
59. hich Sireet,
Lengford,

IIE- 'l'.-' & Eﬂhﬂ.,
6. Sollershott .:st,
ietecoworth.

LPSs L. 4. COGETY,
68. dighsest,
dills Rozd,
Cembridge.

nrs. n. Cooper,
a2. Jeysbrook,
Letcowortn.

hrs. P. F. Cocks,

119. #ontgonery Close,
Steuartby,

Bedfard.

frs. D. Cuduhlladar,
2u6. Rushby ieed
Letchworth.

Wiss. &. Dixon,
76. Lyiton Avenue,
Letchworth.

wr. V. G. Featon,

14, Cloisters Cour®d,
tcaworth.,

Is. L. L. &, GOowers,

6%. HAighfieid,
Lecchworth.

1'.j1'-S-I i-L @ d&ﬂville‘
2%2. Field Lene,
.etchwortn.

Blwace ke DlxfI0E.
sridgewaver,
Scevenage Road,
Little .Jymoadiey.
12,



Mrs, A.V... durste,
Tne Firs,
121, Norton Rocd,
Stotfold.

HIPSe va.u.dillidey,
20. The CGoilverpna,
fditehin,

iniss. A. Jordcn,
8. Sollersnott olst,
letcaworth.

liiss. D. Meyer,
5. Souberie Avenue,
Letcow orth -

PP .t IS o J #[i0S S—sccardt,

museun Flzt,
etehwarth.

Ir. Ffe.rclaer,
28. Roucny Close,
Letehwarth.

iir. F. rryor,
snroch uiniar,
ﬂltﬂhi‘ﬁ.-

iir« D. RoOsgs,
12, willien ey,
Letchworth.

haster A. Rolfe,
31. Cranbourne Aveoue,
Hitchin.

_If.'_iI‘. II et W Etﬂl‘ﬂr,
17. Bedford Street,
Hicehin.

Mr. C. Hutehings,
Drill H:11 Cotctage,
Tcknield oy,
Letecaoworth,

Liss. . doTker,
2. WlLliocn day,
lﬂtﬂhﬁﬂrthl

i._-Ii 1.._::'} .l.'_"rE. ﬂl- -iLE'E,
7« Serkley Close,
Tncas Lone,

fgitehin,

iire Lo oo dodden,
Rzctory Anaexe
Greveley,
nitehin,

kiss. . xc 'birter,
2l. Souberie Aveiue,
Leteawarth.

Jile ike ss Pritchard,
4. Bollershott sast,
Letcoworth.

lilsg. J.A. Reading,

lue. West View,
Letechworth.

L‘Ell- Ia R':I‘EE‘
1%, williaon Jay,
Letcowarth.

iir. R. Seaford,
7%. monklands,
Letchworth.

lir. 2. 321ith,
41, licrket dill,
Hosstoi.

15.



Mr. r. s. Stevens. Miss. L. westowby,

29, Spring Close, BU. Chiltern Rocd,
Borehcia 4Jocd. Bcldock,
ure T.3..Ticot, wl. L. lrs. A.F.T.4004,
194, Icknield .oy, 54, Toywood Close,
Letchworth. otevenoge,
kr. I krs. k. selen, Mr. I. U. ¥ren,
16l,., Sisa L:cne, 68. aigh Street,
Stevernc se. Limpteon,

Hitchin.,

IListitutioncl uembers.

Ste. rrciocis College. Hitchin puseun,
veteawartn, Hdicchin,

St.Cristophers College, Gr.uancyr School,
Letehwortva. Letcoworth.

Hitcoin Girls Groumor Scoool,
Hicehin.
-0uo-

L. te Chon.e in Lecture Progro.me,

Decenber . 4%, '*Broins Prust'.
Animel Vegetoble & Riineral.
(Pczel to be emncunced).

at 7.20.p.0. 1o the Iucas Roon, Town Hell, Eitenin.
Mcreh, 5th, 'archzceologicol Detvectiont,

by Anthony Clark ssg., of the kinistry
of Publiec fuildings and ,orks,

at 8.00.pem, Librer; H:cll, Letechwortih.

14,



Lecture Programne.
1967 - &8,

Oetocber. 10th. 'Roman Colchestert
by David Clarke Esq., M.A., F.S5.A.,F.M.A,
¢f Colchester Museum,

November. 21lst. "Pagan Ssxocndom!
by L.J.Matthews wmsq., of the Manshead
Archaeological Society, Dunstable.

Decenber, 5th. 'Archaeological Detection!
by Anthony Clark Esq., of the Ministry
of Public Buildings & Woarks.

Jenuery. 2nd. '"Roman Wales!?
by W.d.Manning Hsgq., B.B6C., F.5.4., of
Caridff University.

February. 16th. 'Archaeclogical Field Techniques’
by Dr. J.Alexander k.A., Ph,D., F.S5.A.
of London University.

Msrch. 'Brains Trust?
Details and dote to be asnnounced in
next issue.

Lzctures in Qctcber, December cnd February to be held
at Hitehin Museum at 8.00.p.m. and in November, January
and Merch in the ILibrary Holl, Letchworth at 8.,00.p.mo.

Printed and published by the _
NORTH HeRTFORDSHIRs ARGCHASOLCOGICAL SCCIsTY.



