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Dear Forum Member,

I am delighted to report that North Herts. District Council, Hitchin Town Hall Ltd. and Hitchin Town Hall Finance Ltd. have made progress in their confidential discussions regarding the future of 14/15 Brand Street.  
Agreement in principle has been reached for the purchase of the former 14/15 Brand Street by the Council, subject to negotiation of the necessary legal agreements.  All being well, this news means that the museum will open to the public in the way that it was designed, without any internal alterations. We don’t yet have any dates, as the parties involved are not giving out any further comment until negotiations have formally concluded. However, this is very positive news, and we are all extremely pleased.  Once we have an opening date, I’ll let you know.

Meanwhile, our exhibition Matisse: Drawing with Scissors opened in the Lucas Room on Saturday.  The French painter, sculptor and designer, Henri Matisse (1869-1954) was one of the 20th century's most influential artists. He continued creating highly original works well into his eighties. This Hayward Gallery touring exhibition features 35 lithographic prints of the famous cut-outs, produced in the last four years of the artist’s life, when Matisse was often confined to his bed, and includes many of his iconic images, such as The Snail and the Blue Nudes.  Feedback from visitors is excellent, with comments in our Visitors’ Book including ‘So excited to see this in Hitchin, more please’, and ‘What a beautiful exhibition. Such a gem for us to have in Hitchin’.

We have arranged a number of events to accompany the exhibition: 
On Thursday 6 and 13 April we’re running an Easter holiday drop-in badge-making activity for children, from 10am-12pm and 2pm-4pm. £1 per badge. These both take place on the Mountford Hall balcony; we’re sorry, but there is currently no lift.
On Monday 24 April at 8pm there is an evening talk by Antonia Shaw, Curator at the Hayward Gallery. This costs £7.00 a ticket, and takes place in the upstairs Lucas Room. Please ring 01462-474554 to reserve places.  
On Friday 5 May we’re running an evening ‘Make a Matisse’ workshop, from 7pm – 9pm. This costs £12, to include all materials, including a frame, plus a glass of wine or juice. This will take place on the Mountford Hall balcony, although there will be a private viewing of the exhibition for those attending. Please ring 01462-474554 to reserve places.  
The exhibition runs until 6 May, and is open Tuesday to Friday 10.30am – 4.30pm, and Saturday 11am – 3pm. Closed Sunday and Monday. Entrance is free.

For those who can’t access the Lucas Room, we have recorded a video walk-round of the exhibition, which is available on the Council’s website:

 https://www.north-herts.gov.uk/matisse%E2%80%99s-%E2%80%98drawing-scissors%E2%80%99-exhibition-comes-hitchin-town-hall
For the most up-to-date news on the museum fit-out, do keep an eye on our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/northhertsmuseum/
Kind regards,
Ros Allwood

Cultural Services Manager 
01462 474236

ros.allwood@north-herts.gov.uk 
Arts, Museums & Heritage Forum Newsletter
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